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Maryland State Council - Mid-Term 

Weôve got new lines and fresh bait.  Our rods and reels are clean and ready.  Itôs time to go fishinô 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Once again the mid-term meeting, held on January 7th of this 

year, was hosted by Cardinal Gibbons Council.  This event brings 

in such a large audience, few other locations in the state could 

accommodate. 

        Grand Knights and District Officers were in the large room 

while Deputy Grand Knights were in the lounge, meeting with 

Bill Kuchmas, the man that will be State Deputy when they be-

come Grand Knights.  State Officers, program directors, and 

chairmen moved quietly but efficiently from room to room carry-

ing their messages to each audience. 

        In the main hall 

State Membership 

Director Martin Lu-

chansky led the day, 

announcing the push 

for membership as an 

opportunity to become 

ñfishers of menò. With 

that in mind and the 

State Deputyôs request 

to concentrate on building the Churchôs army by getting fish in 

the boat, Program Director Sam Orlando, Training Director Fred 

Dickens, and Communications Director Steve Ransdell set the 

tone for the rest of the day. 

       Supreme Council Vice President for Membership, Gary No-

lan was on hand to offer a few of his own thoughts on the best 

ways to fish.  Music and video lifted from ñAndy of Mayberryò 

and ñJawsò helped bring some levity to the event.  To help things 

along, State Deputy Davio announced two new awards for our 

recruiters.   

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The first is the Starfish Award ï a lapel pin of a starfish (think 

star council) with the words over it, I make a difference.  This pin 

will be awarded to any GK or DD that achieves 75% of his mem-

bership quota, any member that brings in three new members in 

this Columbian Year, or any member that is recommended by his 

Grand Knight as having made a significant difference in helping 

grow the councilôs membership in other ways. 

      The second is the Top Fisher of Men award.  This award is to 

be given each month to the District Deputy, whose district has 

shown the greatest 

increase in member-

ship for the previous 

month.  It will be a 

traveling award, giving 

each District Deputy 

additional chances at 

winning it throughout 

his term of office.  At 

the end of this term, 

the award will have a 

new nameplate affixed to it, and the State Deputy will present the 

award with the name inscribed on it of the DD that had the great-

est impact throughout the period from November 2011 to June 

2012. 

        During the banquet dinner, State Deputy Peter Davio and 

State Membership Director Martin Luchansky made the first 

presentation of the Top Fisher of Men Award to DD John 

Cantrell for bringing in 14 new members during the period from 

November 1 to December 1. Some of the many recipients of other 

membership awards are shown below. 

 

Starfish Award 
Top Fisher of Men 
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Ahhh, February.  For those of you joining 

us on the Valentineôs cruise to the Carib-

bean, you know what I mean by that.   

        For our ñcruisersò, I thank you in 

advance for your contribution to our state 

scholarship program.  For the rest of our 

readers, weôll try to think of you as we tip 

some tropical drink with an umbrella in it.  

This will be a restful and fun-filled adven-

ture and so many of you deserve it for the 

work you do on behalf of the Order. 

        Looking back over this past month, 

thanks to so many of you, we made great strides with the mid-term 

meeting as we were encouraged to become ñfishers of menò, the 

council chaplains conference led by State Chaplain Father Donald, 

our introduction to the parishioners of St. Lukeôs Church in Bladens-

burg, and the annual March for Life.   

        Probably the most important investment in our future, is the 

council chaplainsô conferences and we must thank our Supreme 

Knight for that. 

        Carl Anderson has put a great deal of effort and resources into 

building a stronger bond between our councils and our religious.  
 

§ He expanded the role for the Supreme Chaplain Bishop Lori, and 
provided him with a priest, Father Tom Grace, to help him in the 

mission of better defining the role of the state and council chaplain. 

§ In an effort to encourage more attendance by our chaplains at our 
meetings, he revised the council meeting agenda to move the priests 

to the front of the agenda - in case they have other things on their 

calendar and can only spend a limited time with us. 

§ To better define the state partnership needed, he invited state chap-
lains to come to Supreme Council with their state deputies.  In addi-

tion to working sessions between the state chaplains and Bishop 

Lori and Father Grace, the state chaplains also attended working 

sessions with Carl Anderson and the state deputies. 

§ He revised the 3rd Degree in itôs entirety to be more consistent with 

our desire to be closer to Jesus, and to be more consistent with our 

priestsô dedication to helping us get there.   

§ He encouraged us all to invite as many priests as possible to come 
observe the new 3rd Degree. 

§ Finally he commissioned a new medallion for the men receiving 
their 3rd degree and also made it available to the rest of us as a re-

minder of what we have promised to do and to be as Knights. 
 

        Father Grace now puts out a monthly Chaplainôs report to all 

state chaplains and has been on the road, ñpreaching the gospelò of 

the state and council chaplain in every forum he got an invitation to.  

Father Donald has continued in that mission by carrying that mes-

sage regarding their role as spiritual advisor of the council, to all of 

the council chaplains he could reach. 

        All of this is to prepare us for the mission of evangelization as 

ñfishers of menò that we must undertake if our Church is to prosper.  

What Carl has done is to help us prepare our hearts and minds for the 

time when we ñcast out our netsò and get that chance to talk to a 

Catholic man about joining the army of the Catholic Church ï the 

Knights of Columbus. 

        Now where did I put that drink? 
 

Pete 

State Deputy Peter Davio 

STATE DEPUTYôS REMARKS STATE CHAPLAINôS MESSAGE 

Last monthôs chaplain conferences in 

Bowie and Baltimore gave council chap-

lains an opportunity to meet, reflect on 

the role of chaplain as promoted by our 

Order today, and both hear from and 

share with our State Deputy.  My person-

al thanks to all who helped these sessions 

to materialize, and to the chaplains and 

associate chaplains who participated.  In 

particular we stressed that our Order is 

encouraging the Chaplainôs Message at 

our council meetings to be a time for faith formation. 
 

ñI learned so much more about my duties 

and privileges as a chaplain.ò 
 

        One of the participating chaplains reflected: ñI learned so 

much more about my duties and privileges as a chaplain. Certainly 

I knew I had pastoral care of the members and the council but I had 

no idea that I had a corner at every meeting and that could include 

spirituality and catechetical instruction. It makes me feel much 

better about the Knights.  I knew they did great hands-on work but 

I had no idea of the yearning for further spiritual nourishment.ò  

Another said: ñThe information shared was helpful. The Faith For-

mation initiative will help me approach the Chaplain's Message in 

the future in a little bit more of a spiritual vein.ò  And a third re-

sponded: ñI am moved to be more proactive in faith formation of 

the good men of the Knights.ò 
 

I knew they did great hands-on work but 

I had no idea of the yearning for further 

spiritual nourishment. 
 

        Earlier last month I also had a few minutes to share with the 

Grand Knights and Deputy Grand Knights at the Mid-term meet-

ing, similarly sharing what chaplains are being asked to do in the 

Chaplainôs Message.  The gratifying thing is the openness from so 

many of the Knights to the enhanced program of spiritual for-

mation, and that the chaplains are ready to offer this formation.  

Maryland is indeed embracing the need we all have to grow in our 

faith. 

        Before the month is out we will enter the Season of Lent.  As 

we anticipate Easter, devout Catholics seem ready to embrace the 

regimen of this special season, knowing it will ready them for new 

spiritual insights.  May these weeks of Lent be another opportunity 

to remember how blessed we are to be redeemed, and to know the 

intense love that God has for each of us in sending His Son as our 

Redeemer.   

Fr. Donald Grzymski, OFM  Conv. 

SUBMISSIONS  
 

When your council has an event worthy to be shown to the entire State, 

write an appropriate article �������� �W�R�� �������� �Z�R�U�G�V�� �O�R�Q�J, mentioning the 

Council, title and date in which it took place; attach a photo or two and 

send everything to me at vhawkinsjr@aol.com by the 15th of the previ-

ous month of publication. Action photos are preferred to posed groups, 

and if they show our logo somewhere, even better. Your submission 

will be evaluated with similar ones to appear in a future issue. 

   Vernon Hawkins, Jr., Editor 


